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A very warm welcome
from a bright but chilly
December morning.
Yes, we have crept into
December and we are
moving very rapidly
towards Christmas. Our
services are listed in
accompanying leaflets
(take care to check as
there is one for each
church). We are still
streaming most services
online, so please join in
as much as you can. Of
course with the latest
mutation of the virus we
still are being careful,
making our premises as
safe as possible.
So much has been happening at Lifestreams
churches over the last couple of months, We are
being challenged to cut our carbon footprint
to become a net-zero church. This means
assessing all our activities, waste management,
energy use etc. to fulfil our obligation to care
for God’s creation. A six week sermon series
with accompanying booklets helped us to think
about these issues. These booklets are also
in your envelopes. Please do comment or ask
questions as you see fit.
Sharon has been working hard in the office
and we have been rewarded by several grant
funding bodies awarding us various sums
to expand the work of Lifestreams with the
community. You can read more about this in the
individual church updates but I just want to say
welcome to Heidi who is our new Lifestreams
CoffeeHouse manager and Dawn has also
extended her role to lead the Food Share
programme at Saint Stephen’s. We have not
been quite so successful in recruiting a Pioneer
minister at Saint Cedd’s but there will hopefully
be some movement on this in the new year.

One of the joys was to witness Linda, John,
Keith, Dawn, Emma, Hannah, Mick and Ann
(pictured here from left to right, with Bishop
John) being confirmed a few weeks ago. It was
a marvellous occasion, full of joy....something
much needed in these times!
We are offering Christmas dinner on Christmas
Day at 213 Manners Way, for anyone who
would like it. Please contact the office if you are
interested.
We look forward to this advent and Christmas
season and pray God’s blessing on you all!

Colin

Our Bank Details, should you wish to make a
donation or switch your giving:
Saint Peter’s: a/c name - St. Peter’s Church
sort code - 55-50-28
a/c number - 07117272
Saint Cedd’s: a/c name - St. Cedd’s Church
sort code - 20-19-97
a/c number - 23801896
Saint Stephen’s: a/c name - St. Stephen’s Church
Parochial Church Council
sort code - 20-79-73
a/c number - 20792705

LIFE AT SAINT STEPHEN’s
Dawn, pictured here, proudly
receives delivery of the
Community Fridge that will
soon be filled as we partner with
Hubbub and the Co-op to help
support our local community.
Bernard fixes the new shelves!
Dawn is currently
doing the research
and training and
getting approvals and
hygiene inspections
in place to open as
soon as possible. Any
donations would be
gratefully received.
We do, however need
to adapt the garage
to accommodate the
fridge as the previous
proposal cannot be
carried out due to

hygiene regs. This means
we need £35,000 for the
building work. Donations?
Talking of donations, we
have been blessed by a
group of ladies praying
in the
area and
additionally
for some kind
donations
towards the
building
project. God is
inspiring many
people and it
is encouraging
for us. The
proposed green
wall has also
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Please pray for:

been delivered (in the boxes
behind Dawn’s head!) and will be
erected ready for the springtime.
Sorry, no space for any more
news....!!!!!

The Hands Together
launch - faith
communities coming
together against
hatred.

Do you know anyone needing
our prayers, or contact from the
pastoral team? If so, please contact
Bernard, Colin or Andreas 300402

Bishop Guli Francis-Deqhani, the new Bishop of Chelmsford
Our clergy, staff and ministry team - Colin and Vi, Bernard and Cornelia, Stuart, Andreas, Sharon,
churchwardens, members of the PCCs and families.
All those who are grieving following the death of a loved one. We pray for the family and friends of
people known personally to us.
All those who continue to struggle, for whatever reason, through coronovirus, wherever in the world

Please include anyone else who you are praying for especially at this time.
Saint Peter’s
Sebastian Page
Jean Bishop-Laggett
Ernie Crump
Jonathan & Karen and family
Peter Davies
Mary Powell
Austin and George Nesbeth
Jo
Helena
Anna
Sam R-H’s Mum
Anne Seomore
Jeanette
Pam Meekins

Saint Cedd’s
Recruitment of Digital Pioneer
Minister
Saint Stephen’s
Judy
Doreen
....and others on our hearts.
Dawn, Garden Project and FoodShare
For the new building and garden
projects; for funding for the new
building project.

Digital community
Elaine; John (and Christine); Pam; Meena, Maria, Claire, Gary and family,
Arabella, Phil and Liz

Memorial service at Saint Cedd’s
on All Souls’ Day

been running one
service only on a
Sunday at Saint Peter’s.
Some people want a more
traditional service, so instead
of an early start on a Sunday a
more leisurely afternoon service
is offered. This is for the three
churches, not just Saint Cedd’s.

Life at Saint Cedd’s
We have been unable to recruit
a new Pioneer Minister, despite
going through the advertising
and interview process again. So
the ministry around the Saint
Cedd’s parish is still behind
schedule.
Traditional Communion Service
However we are excited to offer
a traditional Communion Service
at 3:30 pm here every Sunday.
This is hugely important because
since Covid lockdown we have

Life at Saint
Peter’s

Yaaaay!!We have recruited a
manager for the CoffeeHouse.
Heidi started on 29th November
and in her first week has
transformed the CoffeeHouse
space and introduced
seasonal specials and is
planning ‘Breakfast with Father
Christmas’ on 21st December.
Bring or send your children/
grandchildren along!!
Chris Russell has used his skills
photography skills to capture
the activities at the light party
and a new video that will feature
on a redesigned website in the
new year.
It is encouraging to see new
groups appearing on weekday
mornings, alongside the
CoffeeHouse. Knit and Natter - a
lively group!- meet on Thursday
mornings and the artistic flower
arranging group have met
on Fridays. People with little
or no experience in this are
encouraged to come. It has
been amazing to see the results
that someone who has never
done it before have produced in
a couple of hours. We collected
186 shoe-boxes for Operation
Christmas Child and boxes of
utensils to support projects in

Pre-school
The pre-school have just received
their Ofsted accreditation and
are awaiting the final go-ahead
from Southend Council. We are
hoping that they will start the
new school term at Saint Cedd’s
Ghana. We have also taken part
in the Hands Together Project in
Southend, against hatred. Here
are some pictures from those
events.
H2O is taking off, where the
children are growing in their
spirituality
each
Sunday
morning,
through
fun
activities
and
teaching,
worship
and prayer.

on weekday mornings.
Other news
We are having some of the light
fittings changed in the church/
hall as some are not working
ad it feels quite dull in there.
We are also putting up some
colourful noticeboards and
sound deadening panels to help
the acoustics. The studio ‘booth’
is nearing completion too.

caring for the planet...how will we do this?

T

he eyes of the whole world
were on Glasgow, where
world leaders gathered to
discuss measures to stop
global warming. And everyone
breathed a sigh of relief,
considering that the leaders
really understood that we can
no longer ignore reality. But
from day one, the way leaders
understood to meet was a
signal that they are far from
aware of what scientists and
society at large say.

Coal-fired power plants
continue their activity, and the
government makes our energy
more expensive by saying that
it is green. Can anyone verify
the veracity of their words
and the companies that sell us
energy? Small companies are
bankrupt, and large companies
are becoming even stronger
in controlling the market.
Needless to say, the change
depends on us and not on
them? We, the ones down here.

Dozens of accompanying
limousines were needed for just
one leader. For other leaders,
private jets were rented that
flew to and from Glasgow
several times a day for the
same leader. But even society
in general doesn’t seem to
understand much.

5 weeks ago, we started
in our community a series
of reflections on what is
happening around us related
to climate and earth. Each
time we invited you to realize
that without you, each one,
nothing changes. We Christians
of LifeStreams must have our
answer.

November has just begun
and our towns and villages,
in the evening, seem to be at
war. Noises of explosions until
after midnight, followed by
a pungent smell of sulphur
terrorize dogs and all beings
that still have the courage
to live around us. Is this the
effect of the invitation to think
seriously about our world, to
try to do something to keep it
clean and healthy?
After several social events that
created even more chaos by
blocking highways and keeping
cars in place, making them
drive even further, service
environmentalists are satisfied
and use their high-capacity
cars to drive to the next store,
around the corner or to pick up
the offspring from the school at
the end of the street. Satisfied
with their deeds of bravery,
they all think they have done
their duty.

We do not invite you to block
the M25 or other highways to
attract someone’s attention and
then go all home considering
that we have done our duty,
but to make every act of our life
a responsible action towards
the small world in which we
live.
So it’s not about Hollywoodtype heroism, but about a life
aware of the role that everyone
has in transforming for the
better the place where they
live.
If we wait for the great leaders
to do something before we
begin to change our attitude
toward God’s gift (the Earth we
live on), we will always have the
same disappointment as this
year after the leaders’ meeting
in Glasgow. They make fiveyear plans for decades to come,
but they pollute more than an

entire village as they move.
As in the six reflections on
climate and our world, I do not
intend to teach you, because
I am convinced that you
know what needs to be done
and everyone finds the best
solution in the place where s/
he lives to make the air more
breathable, to keep cleaner
water, healthier soil for our
food.
So I invite you, when you come
to church pick up the booklets,
or, if not, to download from
our website the six brochures
and to reflect and find the
best solutions you have at
hand to make our world to be
better and healthy enough for
our children, for tomorrow’s
generation. But, at the same
time, when we are invited to
choose our leaders it is good
to remember the way they act
(concretely).
Let us make our beautiful world
last and delight the souls of all
generations to come.
Bernard

UPDATES IN BRIEF
1. We advise you to
get your booster
vaccinations
2. Christmas specials
in the coffeehouse
being served through
December
3. Oasis, refreshments are
being served at Saint
Cedd’s Wednesday
afternoons between
2pm and 3:30pm

