
WEEK THREE

LIFESTREAMS CHURCHES -  AUTUMN 2021

T h o u g h t s,
r e f l e c t i o n s 
a n d  i d e a s 
t o  b e  s h a r e d , 
e n j o y e d 
a n d  p r a c t i s e d
t o w a r d s  m a k i n g  a 
s u s t a i n a b l e  f u t u r e .

CARING FOR 
T HE PL ANET



KEEPING IT CLEAN
Do you remember the movie 
“Independence Day”, made 
in 1996? The film tells a story 
about an invasion of aliens that 
destroyed their planet, made 
a place where no one can live, 
and now they have come to take 
over the planet Earth, so that 
they can live on. In the movie, 
that kind of intelligent being 
had a place to go to survive. But 
it’s fiction.
We are already in the third week 
of reflections on how we can 
take greater care of our planet. 
I invite you to do an exercise. 
Let’s consider that God is a 
great entrepreneur who built a 
house, a wonderful house. That 
house, in fact, is our planet, the 
place where we live.
The house was equipped with 
everything necessary and 
built to be a very desirable 
place to live there. God is a 
very rich entrepreneur and 
for him it means no loss to 
give that house, for free, to be 
inhabited by us. Generation 
after generation received the 
same house and lived in it 
without paying anything for it, 
but all generations were happy 
to receive it in good condition 
and were asked to leave it at 
least the same, if not better. 

The house is the place where 
those after us will live. Let’s go 
back to the places we lived. 
How did I find them? How did 
we leave them when we moved 
elsewhere, to another house, 
garden, street? How will we 
leave the place we are in now 
for those behind us? More 
beautiful? Richer? Dirtier and 
poorer? What kind of tenants 
are we? Do we leave a lot of 
mess after we leave the house 
or do we leave it with pleasure 
to those who will come after us?
Isn’t it such a pleasant feeling 
to know that our parents, the 
ones before us, loved and cared 
for us and the way they left the 
places where they lived and 
where we came to live?
Is it true that we love our 
children, the younger 
generations who come after us? 
How will they find the house, 
the world we live in when they 
arrive and have to live in it?
Am I sure we all answer YES to 
this question? But our answer in 
words awaits an answer given 
in what we do to maintain and 
beautify the house.
Let’s do this from now on.

Revd. Colin Baldwin
Ordinand Cornelia Noghiu

Revd. Bernard Noghiu
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doing our part for a sustainable future

TENDING CLEANING AND TIDYING

•  THINK 

•  ACT

•  SMILE

 ☼ CLEAN 

 ☼ RELATIONSHIPS

 ☼ CARE

 □ TIDY

 □ FORGIVE

 □ TRY

To clean up the planet, to make 
living conditions good and healthy 
for everyone is a huge, huge task, 
one with which world leaders are 
beginning to grapple. We are not 
asking you to make a massive 
difference this week! “Phew!” you say.
But we are asking you to do 
something small to keep the space 
that you inhabit clean and tidy. That 
might mean putting the rubbish into 
the correct bin 
for recycling, 
for eample. 
We know 
it can be 
confusing 
but once we 
get the hang 
of it, it will 
become the norm.
Let’s not be a lazy people and put 
all rubbish together in a black sack. 
Small actions, taken by many people 
amount to huge change. A small 
change now in your lifestyle may have 
a big impact for generations to come.
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STEP 3

Proverbs 24:30-34

“I walked by the field of a lazy person,
the vineyard of one with no common sense.
I saw that it was overgrown with nettles.
It was covered with weeds,
and its walls were broken down.
Then, as I looked and thought about it,
I learned this lesson:
A little extra sleep, a little more slumber,
a little folding of the hands to rest—
then poverty will pounce on you like a 
bandit;
scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.”

Laziness v. Action



A word from the elders, in Romanian, 
says that being poor does not mean that 
your clothes have to be dirty. Even if you 
have raged clothes, keep them clean. 
You know that the greatest poverty is not 
material poverty, but little education. 
And it is not about school, but about 
the education of life, which is obtained 
through the example received. A person 
who receives an education of life still 
has a chance to overcome material 
poverty, if living conditions change, but 
a man without education will always be 
a wasteful hand.
When we read the proposed text as the 
basis for our reflection, we can imagine 
how the author walks on fields and hills 
and looks at the surrounding gardens. 
And there he saw the careless life of the 
lazy one. I would say it’s the life of the 
uneducated.
No matter where we are, my wife and 
I are used to walking quite often. 
During our walks we get to know the 
surroundings better, but also the 
people around us. We often play a kind 
of game. We look at a garden or a house 
and try to guess what kind of people live 
there: they are helpless, lazy, thrifty, 
rich, poor, indifferent, etc. For this we 
use the signs we can see in front of the 
houses, the way they are maintained, 
what the courtyards and gardens look 
like. This is what we do when we walk 
in parks: how many bags of animal 
excrement we meet, how many animal 
remains we step on or avoid, how many 
bags, plastic bottles and other things 
we must avoid. How do we look at the 
riverbeds and the less visible places. 

REFLECTION
All this says something about the locals 
before we meet them. And most of the 
time our assumptions made after the 
external signs come true. With little 
exceptions. What is in us is seen and in 
what surrounds us.
And how these places do end up that 
once so beautiful, the courtyards in front 
of the houses become garbage dumps? 
And how the parks carefully created 
years ago become places full of all kinds 
of garbage and garbage. And how can a 
footpath barely cleaned in the morning 
by a low-paid, hard-working worker be 
filled with papers, bags, bottles in just 
a few hours? Who throws them? Where 
does all this come from? Why didn’t they 
get to the places specially arranged for 
this? The reading from Proverbs has the 
answer.
What does the place I rented when I left 
look like? What does my room look like 
a day after it was cleaned? What does 
my garden, my house, the footpath in 
front of my house look like? What did I 
do with my bag, paper, empty glass or  
my puppy’s excrement?
The author of the book of Proverbs says 
that he learned that laziness brings 
poverty, but we know that laziness and 
carelessness also bring disease. That 
makes the mess we leave where we 
shouldn’t. A clean house is a house that 
offers a healthier space, a clean city is 
healthier, a busy field provides food, a 
neat world offers better chances of life. 
We saw what the author of the book 
of Proverbs learned. What have we 
learned and discovered that must make 
God’s gift preserved for our good and 
not taken from us?

REFLECTION
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Dear God, 
you created our world and gave us the power to shape it 

so that we can enjoy it 
according to our needs. 

Send your Spirit of wisdom 
to inspire us to take good care of your gift 

and keep it 
so that we do not make it a place where 
we are in danger due to natural disasters 

and various diseases. 
Help us to keep your gift with the same love 

with which you sent your only Son 
to save us from our sin. Amen.

Almighty God, you know our heart 
and our history. 

You know our deeds. 
You know how much damage 

we can do to your creation. 
Through your power, 

do not let us fall prey to our actions, 
but lead us to the wisdom we need 

to learn what we need to do to have a better, 
cleaner world for ourselves 

and future generations. 
So we pray and thank you 

for your love, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Good God, so many times we have disregarded your teaching and love, 
today we come to you to confess our sin to you by which:

- we despised the world as your gift;
- we did not take care of it as you asked us to;
- we have ignored the good of others by destroying the gift 

that is given for all and not only for us;
- we have soiled what you have cleaned;
- we neglected what you entrusted to us;
- we did not work for the good of all 

out of forgetfulness or even laziness;
- we have not done enough to restore the beauty of your gift, 

where we destroyed it.
Please receive our confession and heal us and our world, 

helping us to understand our mission. Amen.

PRAYER

ANOTHER PRAYER

A CONFESSION
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doing our part for a sustainable future

Here is a space for you to write your own prayer

“Being lazy is like putting your 
head in the sand. Being responsible 
means taking action.” 
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIONS

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY
AND IDEAS

TUESDAY

THURSDAY



I  REMEMBER THIS  FRO M 

THE TAL K TO DAY... . .

1.

2.

3.
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MY PRAYERS FOR MOTIVATION:       MY PRAYERS FOR MOTIVATION  
Some things are too big for us to tackle. But there are many small things we could do. Recycle, re-use, pick up litter etc. Think of what small things you and your family could do just 
to make a little difference.  And when we all do little things they amount to a big change..... Draw a little diagram or reminder or take some pictures to help you thin and remind you 
again and again. Pray for pesistence or for God to pull you out of being lazy!
Write down your thoughts or make a plan, or post your pictures here.....

MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:                 MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:                 MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:
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MY PRAYERS FOR MOTIVATION:       MY PRAYERS FOR MOTIVATION  
Some things are too big for us to tackle. But there are many small things we could do. Recycle, re-use, pick up litter etc. Think of what small things you and your family could do just 
to make a little difference.  And when we all do little things they amount to a big change..... Draw a little diagram or reminder or take some pictures to help you thin and remind you 
again and again. Pray for pesistence or for God to pull you out of being lazy!
Write down your thoughts or make a plan, or post your pictures here.....

MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:                 MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:                 MY PRAYERS FOR HELPING:

I really know I should do 

something, please isnpire me to do 

my little bit...




