
WEEK ONE

LIFESTREAMS CHURCHES -  AUTUMN 2021

T h o u g h t s,
r e f l e c t i o n s 
a n d  i d e a s 
t o  b e  s h a r e d , 
e n j o y e d 
a n d  p r a c t i c e d
t o w a r d s  m a k i n g  a 
s u s t a i n a b l e  f u t u r e .

CARING FOR 
T HE PL ANET



INTRODUCTION
Do you remember “The Jetsons”? It 
is a series of cartoons for children, 
created by the American animation 
studio “Hanna-Barbera”, between 
1962 and 1963. The series reflects 
how the generation of the 50's saw 
people's lives in the future, somewhere 
in the 2062s. The 1950s are the years 
in which the world recovered after 
World War II and began to develop at 
an unprecedented pace. Knowledge 
about our planet, the Solar System and 
the universe has become of common 
interest. Against this background, a 
fictional literature was born, which, 
using some scientific data, tried to 
predict what our life might be like in 
the future. But more than 70 years have 
passed since then. There are no more 
than 40 years until the years imagined 
by “The Jetsons”. In the past 70 years, 
scientists have been convinced that 
the possibility of living on another 
planet is still too far away, and some 
even come up with the hypothesis that 
this is practically impossible.
Even those who used to study our little 
blue world, the Earth, did not sit idle 
during this time. They understood the 
uniqueness of this world, but also its 
fragility. They understood the intrinsic 
connection between us and this blue 
dot planted in the vastness of the 
universe. And they began to draw 
our attention to the need to preserve 
and repair where, irresponsibly, we 
destroyed.
Here are three things we have become 
very aware of over the years: the 
uniqueness of our world, its fragility, 
and our responsibility to preserve it.
It takes no effort to understand that our 

society has begun to react, concerned 
about the condition of our world and 
the wounds that irresponsibility can 
create. More and more voices are 
being heard, which is a sign of great 
hope. But where is our voice, that of 
Christians?
At the end of August, the leadership 
team of LifeStreams thought that, 
beyond our usual actions to make our 
world a better place to live, we should 
try to deepen, in a Christian key, our 
understanding of the gift given to us 
throughout creation and our mission 
as part of it.
It is not something accidental or 
isolated, but we want to join the whole 
humanity in the effort to keep what we 
have and to improve where possible. 
We can do a little alone. Together we 
can change the world for the better. 
Through this small effort of ours we join 
those who gather at "The COP 26 UN 
Climate Change Conference", hosted 
by the UK in partnership with Italy, 
which will take place from 31 October 
to 12 November 2021 in the Scottish 
Event Campus (SEC) in Glasgow, UK.
We know that any change begins in our 
back garden, in front of our house, on 
the streets of our village or town, with 
us. Our intention is to follow 6 steps, 
divided over a period of 6 weeks, 
during which time we will appreciate 
our little world more and "heal" it 
where we hurt it.

God bless.

Revd. Colin Baldwin
Ordinand Cornelia Noghiu

Revd. Bernard Noghiu
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doing our part for a sustainable future

TENDING THE GARDEN

•  THINK 

•  TALK

•  TAKE ACTION

 ☼ WONDER 

 ☼ AWE

 ☼ DELIGHT

 □ CONSERVE

 □ CARE

 □ SHARE

We live in extraordinary times, bombarded 

by so much information about many issues 

communicated through many sources. One 

such area of concern is the environment. 

We have a biblical mandate to care for the 

environment, the planet in which we live 

and it’s limited but bounteous resources. 

What are our responsibilites? What can 

we do to help? Are we aware of some of 

the issues? Should we be changing our 

lifestyle to suit these conditions? How 

should we respond?

These are just some 

of the questions 

we shall be 

raising in 

these next few 

weeks. 

This booklet will 

grow and is there to help 

you to reflect and take action.
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STEP 1

Genesis 2:4-8; 15.

“This is the account of the creation of the heavens and the 
earth.
When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 
neither wild plants nor grains were growing on the earth. 
For the Lord God had not yet sent rain to water the earth, 
and there were no people to cultivate the soil. Instead, 
springs came up from the ground and watered all the 
land. Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of 
the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s 
nostrils, and the man became a living person.
Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, 
and there he placed the man he had made.
The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to 
tend and watch over it.”

Tend and watch over it



Let’s do an imagination exercise, 
using materials that science makes 

available to us. I am convinced that you 
have watched videos made on the basis 
of scientific data, hypotheses about how 
the solar system was formed, the planets, 
and therefore our little Earth. Everything 
seems to be a chaos made up of gas and 
rocks, which is slowly being ordered. 
It is a hectic place, in constant search of 
balance and form. And there comes a time 
when everything seems to reach a point 
of stability. The earth is also formed, but 
it is not yet as we know it now. The Bible 
does not describe the formation of our 
world as a scientific book, but it admires 
it with fascination. The Biblical writers 
understand that God is behind the whole 
universe and this whole process. This is 
what we believe and confess.
In this long process, at some point, the 
Earth is ready and flourishing. It has 
mountains, rivers, lakes, oceans, forests, 
all kinds of plants and animals. It’s a 
garden ready for us. And we are put here. 
But before we go any further, it is good to 
point out what both the Bible and science 
teach us: everything in this garden is 
interconnected, even us. What makes the 
garden bloom will make us feel better! 
What makes the garden suffer will affect 
us as well.
It is a single place where plants and 
animals and humans grow, where we all 
find our resources for life. Everything 
is put there, for all of us. But it is very 
interesting how beautifully the Bible 
explains the importance of what we have 
received. It’s our only place to live. It’s 
great. Why do I say that?
The author who has included the story 
of creation (in the book of Genesis) 
describes that the Earth is beautiful in its 
deserts, forests, mountains, and oceans.. 

REFLECTION

in everything! The writer lived in an area 
with deserts, but also with gardens and 
oases. He knew how to appreciate the 
importance and difference that a garden 
makes, an oasis for his and the animal’s 
survival. That is why the place where man 
was given to live is called a “garden”. And 
it is a garden.
He describes that place with a sense of 
gratitude. Today, we celebrate Harvest 
with the same feeling.
When he thanked God for the food he had, 
he also thanked God for the “garden” in 
which he grew up. When we thank God 
for our food, we also thank Him for the 
“gardens” in which we live and thrive.
And now imagine that the one who wrote 
the story of creation is an old person who 
recounting the story of creation now. In a 
calm and peaceful voice they describe the 
beauty in fine detail and wonder. There 
is a feeling of gratitude in the trembling 
of the voice, but the story is not over. 
They have something else to add.... The 
one who created it, God, is not over-
controlling. He gives us the responsibility 
of the “garden”, and also the freedom to 
use it as we will. He prepared everything, 
he gave us the “garden”, but he also gave 
us the power to change it, as we see fit. 
It’s like he’s telling us it’s our turn now. 
He gave us a gift. So, what do we do with 
garden? God draws our attention, says 
our narrator, in a slightly firmer voice: 
“tend and watch over it”. It’s the same as 
saying: keep it, modify it, make it a place 
as pleasant and fruitful as possible for 
you to enjoy and flourish.
So, you, me, all of us, together, are both 
gardeners and landscapers. As we do 
our job, (tending the garden) so will our 
“garden,” and our life, be healthy and will 
continue to feed our body and mind and 
spirit/soul.

REFLECTION
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God of life and hope,
you sent us from the garden of Eden

to till the soil and to grow our food by the sweat of our brow,
but in your love you never cease to watch over us;

Look upon the land and all who tend it at this time of crisis.
We pray for…

As we stand before you in prayer,
we pray for all who are suffering.

We acknowledge our dependence on your creation for our food,
and ask that your compassion remain with us and with all for

whom we pray;  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

God our creator, 
create in us a new heart,

a new understanding, 
a new way of living.
God our Redeemer, 

rescue us from the brink of disaster,
open our eyes to see the dangers that lie ahead.

God our Sustainer, 
equip and energize us,

to hold fast to the changes that we need to make. 
Amen

God our sustainer
we have turned away from you,

we have neglected our responsibility
to care for your creation,

disregarding our neighbours,
trampling on the creatures 

and the plants you so lovingly created,
taking from the earth what cannot be replenished.

With your infinite mercy and compassion 
please forgive us and restore us

and lead us to act in a more sustainable,
thankful and generous way.

Amen.

PRAYER

ANOTHER PRAYER

A CONFESSION
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Here is a space for you to write your own prayer

“Prayer can change the world 
but it starts with God 
changing us.” 
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIONS

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY
AND IDEAS

TUESDAY

THURSDAY



I  REMEMBER THIS  FRO M 

THE TAL K TO DAY... . .

1.

2.

3.
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MY GARDEN GOD’S GARDEN MY GARDEN GOD’S GARDEN MY GARDEN GOD’S 
Is there a space you can call your garden? If you don’t then you can adopt a space at the garden at 213 (or somewhere else, with permission). Take some pictures and paste them 
here or make a drawing. How can you adapt your garden space to remember the generosity of God, make it a place of prayer, or grow something to bring joy and wonder. What 
fruit, vegetables and flowers will you grow in your garden space? Draw or take some pictures of them growing.

Write down your thoughts or make a diagram or plan, here.....

MY GARDEN GOD’S GARDEN MY GARDEN GOD’S GARDEN MY GARDEN GOD’S 
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