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welcome

Welcome to you all as restrictions are 
gradually being lifted and more of us are 
receiving our second vaccine. It is still the 
Easter season, apologies for not getting 
this publication ready closer to Easter.

We are back in the church building! 

Leaving aside the terrible health and financial 
effects of the coronavirus for a few minutes, 
one of the consequences of the pandemic 
has been for much of the world to reassess 
many major things in life - our values and 
practices. Is the way we do something the 
best, most appropriate way? What is really 
important? Have we just been plodding 
along, because this is the way ‘we’ve always 
done it!’ The implications of this reassessment 
is huge.

For starters, the PCCs have agreed that 
we should worship together on Sunday 
mornings, that is the three churches together. 
There are several benefits to this approach. 
Firstly, but not most importantly, that Colin 
does not have to rush from one venue to 
another and can give people more time after 
the service (when restrictions allow) and 
more significantly, be there every week, at 
Saint Peter’s with everyone. This will free up 
both Saint Stephen’s and Saint Cedd’s for 
worship at other times during the week, also 

enabling us to diversify or make our worship 
more appropriate for particular groups of 
people eg for those with dementia, children, 
youth etc. Another benefit is that rather than 
three small children’s groups there will be 

one large(r) group which 
is encouraging to the 
children and leaders. Other 
changes will inevitably 
become apparent in the 
coming months.

The good news is that the 
vaccine is being rolled out 
but there is a long delay 
between the first and 
second jabs. Our hope 
is that we will gradually 
emerge from this shadow 
during the late spring and 

summer months safely.

We have an effective online ministry now 
established, which is developing and 
growing. We have ministered to many people 
locally and around the world, with numerous 
prayer requests. We have seen God working 
in remarkable ways as people pray over 
the airwaves. Our output will continue even 
when we are fully back in the buildings and 
are excited to see what God has in store for 
us over the coming months and years. This 
is an exciting time and we look forward with 
purpose, encouragement and love.  Colin
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Saint Peter’s Church building preparing to receive 
people back for worship - safely



Please pray for:

• Bishop Guli Francis-Deqhani, the new Bishop of Chlemsford
• Our clergy, staff and ministry team - Colin and Vi, Stuart, Andreas and Sharon, churchwardens  
 Kathy, David, members of the PCCs and families.
• All those who are grieving following the death of a loved one. We pray for the family and friends of  
 people known personally to us.
• All those who continue to struggle, for whatever reason, through coronovirus, wherever in the world

Please include anyone else who you are praying for especially at this time.

Saint Peter’s
Sebastian Page
Jean Bishop-Laggett 
Ernie Crump
Jonathan & Karen and family 
Peter Davies
Mary Powell 
Austin and George Nesbeth 
Sheila Kenny (now moved to 
Bishop’s Stortford)
Jo
Helena 
Anna
Revd Christine Robinson
Sam R-H’s Mum
Anne Seomore
Jeanette
Funding for café project

Saint Cedd’s
Sharon

The Studio Project

For Digital Pioneer Minister

Pray for those in the community with 
mental health concerns to receive all 
available help and support through 
the local services provided.

Saint Stephen’s
Judy 
Grace 
Doreen
Dilys
....and others on our hearts. 

For the work of KMAC and their 
clients.

For the building and garden 
projects; for funding for the new 
building project.

Prayer Board

Do you know anyone needing our prayers, or contact from the pastoral 
team?  If so, please contact Kathy 333520, Colin or Andreas 300402

LIFE AT SAINT STEPHEN’s
The Garden Project has been 
moving along with the pathway 
75% complete. New hedging 
has been planted alongside 
six Laburnams which will form 
an archway for people to  walk 
through. The back area is being 
made level in May and the fence 
renewed. 
Spring bulbs have been 
appearing and whilst there is still 
a lot to do it really is beginning 
to take shape.
Thanks to Southend Emergency 
Fund for funding enabling us 
to purchase a Polytunnel. This is 
crucial for the work to provide 
a peaceful and safe growing 
area. Thanks to the Allen Lane 

Foundation and Ninevah 
Trust for funding towards the 
salary of a Project Leader. 
Adverts are now out and we 
hope to appoint someone in 
May time to co-ordinate and 
lead this project. We hope 
to open up for refreshments 
too at the same time.
The big building project 
has halted while we raise 
the funds to construct it. 
However we are planning 
to demolish the hall and 
build two units, the café and 
toilets  which will be placed 
in the current play space, all 
according to our planning 
permission. We estimate that  
£120k is needed for this!



A project recently underway 
at Saint Cedd’s is ‘the 
Studio.’ At the moment, on 
a weekly basis, there is a live 
broadcast on our YouTube 
Channel (LifestreamsUK) from 
the Studio. Connecting online...
meeting in person, is the aim 
and the tag-line. The online 
reach is wide and we hope that 
more people will become aware 
of the ministry on offer from 
Saint Cedd’s, by easily dipping 
in whenever they come across 
us on their computers/phones 

etc. Then, for the locals to come 
along, join a group, drink tea or 
whatever. By doing this we are 
tackling loneliness and isolation 
and able to provide support 
groups for whatever might be 
needed in the local community. 
Key to this is the appointment 
of more staff. The first round of 
adverts for the digital pioneer 
were largely unsuccessful, there 
was some interest but no actual 
applications. We shall be casting 
the net wider in due course. 
Many thanks to Dave Taylor for 
setting up all the technical parts 
to make this possible. And many 
thanks to the Department for 
Culture Media and Sport and 
Southend Emergency Fund for 

the grants to bring this 
idea to be launched. We 
are promoting it through 

the Next Door app as well as 
through paper leaflets locally 
distributed, so please spread the 
word.

Dawn Gilbert is arranging 
for training to lead Lifeskills. 
Lifeskills supports people in 
organisation, money, health and 
well-being and relationships 
and is a development from Cap 
(Christians Against Poverty). We 
ran the course before but it was 
interrupted so the next course 
is due to begin in September. 
We are very grateful to London 

Southend Airport for some grant 
funding to make this possible 
and hope that many families will 
benefit for years to come.

Many hall users have decided 
not to return, so that has left a bit 
of a gap but a pre-school who 
would have had to close got 
in touch and are hoping to use 
the hall from September, every 
morning during term-time. This is 
much welcomed regular income 
for us and a service to the local 
community.

Lancaster School are completing 
the painting of the vestry, they 
also painted the wall of the 
Studio and will continue their 

woodworking project , some 
gardening and more work to 
the Studio so we really value the 
partnership.

We continue to support the 
Council-run Youth Club who are 
using the planters and creating a 
small veg patch in the grounds.

Similarly to Saint Stephen’s, 
where the Church of Pentecost 
worship in the church on Sunday 
mornings, The King’s Church 
may be doing the same at Saint 
Cedd’s, so there will still be a 
worshipping community meeting 
in the church at the traditional 
time.

Plans are afoot to launch the 
weekly ‘Oasis at Lifestreams’ 
a place to relax on a (sunny, 
hopefully) afternoon to meet with 
people, enjoy a cup of tea...and 
possibly cake!

Colin will be leading Holy 
Communion from Saint Cedd’s 
once a month on Wednesday 
mornings, starting on 12th May. 
Other times of worship are being 
planned.

some pictures from the Studio - 
the start of something new and 
important for the local community.

Dawn, Jasmine and Eloise present  
one of the Studio sessions

Dave sets up the computer 
and cameras, to ensure the 
livestreaming goes out smoothly

the view from the sofas

Life at Saint Cedd’s



worship services
We continue our online service:

Daily Prayer, live at 8.00am Monday to 
Saturday, on Facebook and on YouTube

Night prayer and reflection, Monday to 
Friday, some live, some pre-recorded, 
broadcast at 8.00pm on Facebook and 
YouTube. Join in at any time.

If you have a ‘smart’ tv you can view these 
services without the use of a computer. 
Search for LifestreamsUK

10.00am Wednesday - Midweek 
Communion, available live on Facebook 
and YouTube, as detailed above

We are planning a series of Worship 
events in the garden at 213/ Saint 
Stephen’s, on a Friday afternoon/evening 
with barbecue - more details soon

Age appropriate worship for children is 
also being planned.

community support
We are still supporting people in the 
community, via Southend Council and 
SAVS, by shopping and picking up 
prescriptions for those in need. If you 
would like to volunteer please let Andreas 
know, in the office (office@lifestreams.org.
uk, or 300402)

Life at Saint Peter’s
We have been pleased to re-open the Coffee 
House, with tables and chairs outside. Why 
not pay a visit as the weather continues to 
warm up? Although it hasn’t been too busy 
we have taken over £200 per week, so it is 
a good way to raise funds for the church - 
with some if not all profits being allocated 
towards the building of a Lifestreams Café.
It has been good to welcome people back 
into the building for worship.
The external wall is being pointed and made 
safe and other works of maintenance are 
continuing. Thanks to the team.
Perhaps the biggest issue is funding. 
Having lost so much income over the last 
sixteen months we find ourselves with a 
serious deficit that can mainly be rectified 
by the generosity and giving of everyone 
on the electoral roll. It is an obligation of 
every follower of Jesus/church ‘member’ 
to give according to what God is calling us. 
This is very personal but there are biblical 
guidelines to help. I believe that God will 
provide for His mission but that He does this 
mainly through His people, you and me!
The PCC is forming a working party to look 
at measure we can be taking in the years to 
come to reduce our carbon footprint and 
become a Carbon-neutral organisation, now 
there’s a challenge!

NEWCOMERS
If you regard yourself as new to Saint Peter’s 
or new to Lifestreams we shall be holding a 
‘welcome’ event, outside, when restrictions are 
lifted further. This will enable us all to get to 
know each other a little bit better.

Look out for notices in a few weeks. 

UPDATES IN BRIEF

1. APCMs for Saint Peter’s and Saint Cedd’s 
have been held. Congratulations to 
Dawn, Sandra and Stephanie for being 
our Churchwardens and Glyn as Treasur-
er for Saint Peter’s. Thank you.

2. Bishop Guli has been made the new 
Bishop of Chelmsford. She has started 
work but will not move to Chelmsford 
until the summer to enable her children 
to finish the school year in their cur-
rent schools. There will be a service of 
welcome in September and she will no 
doubt visit Lifestreams in due course.


