2021 NEWS-SHEET
welcome
Welcome to this latest edition of the
Lifestreams newsletter. We hope you are all
staying safe and well.
Well here we are in Lent and still in lockdown but
with the prospects that the end of restrictions may
be in sight, albeit a long way off. As I write we have
not received any further advice from the Church
of England or Chelmsford Diocese about opening
up the church for worship or the coffee house for
people to meet. As soon as we do we will let you
know any revised arrangements. The telephone
is beginning to ring again with groups trying to
make arrangements for using the premises for their
community groups and meetings, mostly planned for
after Easter.
Our online offering is still in place everyday of the
week and we continue to get good feedback and
make new relationships.
We have been blessed to receive some funding, at
Saint Cedd’s to set up the ‘Studio’ project and run
Cap LifeSkills again in 2021 and for Saint Stephen’s,
towards the garden project. More about these later.
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LENT 2021 - GOD’S STORY, OUR STORY

The Church of England have produced lots of online
and home resources this year. It includes family
activities, digital group study, as well as private
prayer and reflection. They can all be found from the
#LiveLent 2021 church resources:
God’s Story, Our Story | The Church of England

AUDIO ONLY
It is the season for
Our Bank Details, should you wish to make a
Listen to each day’s
the Annual Parochial
donation or switch your giving:
reflection through the free
Church Meetings and
Saint Peter’s: a/c name - St. Peter’s Church
#LiveLent app.
we will be revising the
sort code - 55-50-28
electoral roll (the closest a/c number - 07117272
Using a smart speaker
we get to membership) Saint Cedd’s: a/c name - St. Cedd’s Church
(Alexa or other) at home?
sort code - 20-19-97
Just say “Ask the Church
and you should have
a/c number - 23801896
of England for today’s Live
received a letter or
Saint Stephen’s: a/c name - St. Stephen’s Church PCC Lent reflection” to listen
email about this. At
sort code - 20-79-73
on your Amazon Alexa or
the APCM we will elect a/c number - 20792705
Google Home device.
members of the PCC
and other roles, review the annual accounts that are
part of our legal duty.
Do you know someone who doesn’t have access to
May I remind you about the financial difficulties of
the internet? Each day the Daily Hope line will be
the churches and ask to to consider regular giving,
updated with the each day’s audio reflection paired
with a hymn.
either by bank directly or through the envelope
schemes, especially if you pay tax so that we can
Enjoy by calling the free phone number
claim an extra 25% back from the government
0800 804 8044.
through Gift Aid. Thank you for your support.
Hope to really see you all again soon.

Colin

generous God :
generous disciples
Diocesan Financial sustainability
The good news is that our
diocesan financial scenario, while
remaining highly challenging,
has not worsened due to the
pandemic quite as much as
anticipated six months ago.
Thanks to so much prayer and
effort from many, I can report
that the parish share outcome
for 2020 was marginally better
than expected at 84%. However,
this remains our worst ever result
by some distance. In monetary
terms the 2020 deficit on our
general fund was £2.3m, when
it was predicted to be around

£3m, but it must be compared
to the fact that the last time
we broke even was 2016. The
serious challenge remains that if
the current trend continues, we
may be facing a deficit of £3m
in 2021 making a total deficit of
over £5m in just two years.
In response our ‘Generous God,
Generous Disciples’ initiative
continues as a key approach to
positive Christian Stewardship
and it is already making a
difference as the above figures
illustrate, but there is a very
long way to go. I (Bishop Peter)
commend it strongly for local
use, especially as on-line Lent
study and teaching are being
offered for our parishes and
new worshipping communities.
Please see www.chelmsford.
anglican.org/generous-disciples

Prayer Board
•
•
•
•

worship services
Daily Prayer, live at 8.00am
Monday to Saturday, on
Facebook and about an hour
later on YouTube
Night prayer and reflection,
Monday to Friday, some live,
some pre-recorded, broadcast
at 8.00pm on Facebook and
YouTube.
If you have a ‘smart’ tv you can
view these services without the
use of a computer. Search for
LifestreamsUK
10.00am Wednesday Midweek Communion,
available live on Facebook and
YouTube, as detailed above

Please pray for:

Bishop Guli Francis Deqhani as she prepares to become the new Bishop of Chlemsford
Our clergy, staff and ministry team - Colin and Vi, Stuart, Andreas and Sharon, Kathy, David, 		
members of the PCCs and families.
All those who are grieving following the death of a loved one. We pray for the family and friends of
people known personally to us.
All those who continue to struggle, for whatever reason, through continued lockdown

Please include anyone else who you are praying for especially at this time.
Saint Peter’s
Sebastian Page
Jean Bishop-Laggett
Ernie Crump
Jonathan & Karen and family
Peter Davies
Mary Powell
Austin and George Nesbeth
Sheila Kenny (now moved to
Bishop’s Stortford)
Jo
Helena
Anna
Revd Christine Robinson
Marina
Anne Seomore
Jeanette
Funding for café project

Sharon
Elaine

Saint Cedd’s

Pray for appointment for Digital
Pioneer and Studio Project
Thanks for funding for Lifeskills

Saint Stephen’s
John Reynolds
Judy
Grace
Doreen
Dilys
....and others on our hearts.
For the work of KMAC and their
clients.

Pray for those in the community with
Thanks for recent funding; for the
mental health concerns to receive all
building and garden projects;
available help and support through
for funding for the new building
the local services provided.
project.
online: John (and Christine), Christine (and John), Claire, Charley, Mina,
Lauren, Sue (Springett), Nicky, Mel and her Dad; and through loss and
bereavement Robert and family, Rebecca’s family, Jan and family
Do you know anyone needing our prayers, or contact from the pastoral
team? If so, please contact Kathy 333520, Colin or Andreas 300402

Remembering - Doreen Haney
We are sad to announce the passing of Doreen Haney
(from the Bridgwater Drive Church).
Peter her son said that she joined St. Cedd’s church after
the vicar at that time, Graham Steel, and his wife, Mandy,
were so supportive and kind when her husband died
many years ago. She was a member of St. Cedd’s PCC
for many years, always fully involved in everything.
Many of you may not remember Doreen but, if you have
ever been to worship or a church event of any kind at
The BDC, Doreen will have been there. She has been
active in the life of the church. She helped at FoG Club
(Friends of God) for many years on Thursday evenings
and was a member of Ladies Fellowship. On Sunday
mornings she was always quick to volunteer to help in
the kitchen after worship and to help with refreshments
at any event. She was a founder member of Porridge
Club (Tuesday Church) and rarely missed that or a
prayer meeting. Such a lovely, gentle, kind person. She
and Yvonne were the best of friends. They always sat
together in church. Yvonne will be especially sad.
Doreen was becoming very confused in recent years
and a couple of years ago moved to live near Peter in
Chelmsford. As her dementia had become worse she

went into a care
home. Those of
you who knew
her well will not
be surprised
to hear that
she was not a
resident who
would be sitting
in a chair all
day - the staff
said she was
always up and
about wanting
to be busy and
helpful - typical
Doreen! She developed a chest infection last October
and had been in and out of hospital since Christmas.
At some point she tested positive for Covid. Peter had
been able to make an ‘end of life’ visit to her - a long life
too! She would have been 90 in May.
Doreen attended many events at St. Peters as well. If
anyone would like to share any memories or messages
with the family please pass them on to the Office and
we shall pass them to the family.

Shrove Tuesday and Lent

...a sample of pancakes, ranging from
plain, healthy, savoury and traditional......
but all enjoyed as we prepared for
Lent.....

THANKS...

....Thanks again...

Saint Stephen’s was the recipient of a
generous grant from the Ninevah Trust.
£4000 has been promised to go towards the
salary of the Project Leader for the garden
project. This is a crucial post to ensure that
the many connections are made in the
local area whilst co-ordinating the work at
the garden at 213. This will make a great
doifferenceand hope that the remaining
funding will be forthcoming. Keep praying!!

Thanks to the airport who have today (25th
February) announced that they have awarded Saint
CEdd’s a grant of £960 to ensure that the Lifeskills
course can run againin 2021. It has been inevitably
delayed by the pandemic but we shall arrange
the course for later in the year. This will enable
support of many people to budget, make their hard
earned money work hard for them, help with job
applications, raise confidence and self-worth for all
participants.

Work on the garden has halted over the
last few weeks due to weather and lack of
labour and time. However with the warmer
wweather arriving there is a renewed effort
to see the path finished and other elements
built with the remaining available funding.
More news soon.
The spring bulbs are beginning to poke
through the soggy ground, a sign of new life.
I’m sure you will be getting your invitation
to visit the garden soon and we shall be
opening the Lifestreams community café
there too, initially once a week.

UPDATES IN BRIEF
1. Archdeacon Mike and Bishop John will be
preaching or visiting (as appropriate) during
March and April
2. The Coffee House will be open as soon as
possible and we will probably will be asking
for more volunteers as we expect it will be
busy. If you are interested conatct the office.
3. We do not know when we will be allowed
back into the church buildings, possibly
by Holy Week! We are following all the
necessary protocols. We will let you know as
soon as we have any further information.
4. 4. Bishop Guli will officially and legally
become our Bishop on 11th March. From
12th March to Easter she will be saying
goodbye to her ciurrent Diocese as Bishop
of Loughborough. 19th April she will begin
her ministry as our Diocesan Bishop but
welcome services will not take place until
September...at least this is the plan just
released!!

Dawn is currently arranging training to become the
project leader as we go into this new phase. Thanks
Southend Airport for your support.

....and again...
Thanks to the Local Connections Fund for awarding
us £2134 towards the setting up of the Studio
Project at Saint Cedd’s. The project will be mainly
online, connecting with many people who may not
enter the church building. Everyday live broadcasts
will bridge a gap between TV programming and
social media. The plan is that the live programmes
will be conversational and will tackle everyday
issues to help with mental-health well being,
support, any connections, stimulate duiscussion,
provide a platform for interest groups.
A space is being made on the stage where the
studio will be set up using the red sofas. Some
sound deadening materials and security will be
provided so that it can be used extensively and
safely.
This grant will go towards some essential
equipment to get the project off the ground. We are
currently advertising for a Digital Pioneer to lead the
project and are seeking further funding to kit out
the Studio. If you are interested in taking part (or by
making a donation) in this project please contact
Colin. Thank you for your support.

community support

We are still supporting people in the
community, via Southend Council and
SAVS, by shopping and picking up
prescriptions for those in need. If you
would like to volunteer please let Andreas
know, in the office (office@lifestreams.org.
uk, or 300402)

